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No Warranty. This document is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but without any  

warranty; without even the implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular  

purpose. In all cases and circumstances, your health and safety are your responsibility.  

Consult your doctor before any form of exercise, including bicycling. The bicycling directions 

and maps are for planning purposes only. Actual conditions (road, traffic, weather, or other 

events) may require you to adjust your route or actions, especially as  required to obey all laws, 

signs, alerts, and notices. If there are mistakes in this document, or if the park road network or 

policies have changed since this writing, it remains your responsibility always to act in ways that 

are safe, healthy, and legal. The author and publisher disclaim any and all liability. Please visit 

www.nps.gov/gett for official and up-to-date information about park roads, amenities, and  

policies. 



A personal note from the author: 

   For more than thirty years, and over many dozens of  

visits, I toured Gettysburg National Military Park by bus, car, 

and foot. In 2012, I toured the battlefield on a bicycle for the 

first time. The experience of learning American history while 

exploring park land on a bicycle is hard to describe, but if I had 

to pick one word, it would be “exhilarating.” And yet it took four 

years to work out the kinks in my self-directed, solo tours. I was 

frustrated by one-way roads, incomplete or inaccurate maps, 

and not knowing how best to avoid town traffic. Eventually, I 

learned what equipment to pack, what clothes to wear, and 

where to find convenient access to water, portable toilets, and 

shade for picnics. It was also challenging to know how best to 

sequence my visitation of which monuments and within what 

general timeframe.  

I created my own maps (and guidebook) because I could 

not find any maps that met the needs of a bicycling historian. I 

hope that these maps help you to avoid the mistakes that I had 

made and that you can enjoy every minute of your battlefield 

tour. ~Sue Thibodeau 
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For expert adult bicyclists only. Follow Routes 1—11 before trying this tour. 

Route 12 (East Cavalry Field Loop) is one of  fourteen Gettysburg bicycling routes 

published by Civil War Cycling. This 5.2-mile loop is disconnected from the main 

battlefield. It includes blind curves, sun glare, commercial traffic, and very narrow 

non-park roads without bicycle lanes. The route features battlefield cavalry action 

on July 3, 1863, and is included only for historical completeness. Route 12 is for 

safety-conscious bicyclists who have “mastered” the main battlefield on a bicycle.  

Mileage:  Odometer readings are accurate to +/- 0.05 mile but can vary based on 

your riding style and equipment. Detailed directions in the form of cue tables can 

help confirm one’s location on the battlefield. 

Policy Notes:  

Bicyclists may ride against 

the flow of park traffic 

(Section 36, CFR 4.30,  

Superintendent's  

Compendium, 2016).  

Unless posted otherwise,  

bicyclists may ride on town 

sidewalks, but must yield to 

pedestrians (Code 3-106). 

At the Visitor Center, "riders 

should walk their bikes while 

on pedestrian walks and 

trails." In the park, off-road 

riding is prohibited 

(www.nps.gov/gett/

planyourvisit). 

Before your ride, check the 

"Alerts & Conditions" page at 

the GNMP website:  

https://www.nps.gov/gett/

planyourvisit/conditions.htm. 

Introductory Details 

Start: Route 12 begins and ends in the East Cavalry Field, located on the east 

side of US 15 (east of downtown Gettysburg) on PA 116. Since half of the route is 

on non-park roads, and since the park does not offer a parking lot, the best place 

to park your car is one the side of Gregg Avenue, near the “star” on the route map. 

Your car will partially block the lane, but cars can still pass. Notably, this is not a 

one-way road, and yet it is not wide enough for two-way traffic. 
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Route 12—East Cavalry Field Loop 

12 From Gregg Avenue near Custer Walkway: seg total 

0.0 STRAIGHT (west) on Gregg Avenue, narrow road 0.5 0.5 

0.5 RIGHT on Confederate Cavalry Avenue as the road bends 0.7 1.2 

1.2 LEFT on Confederate Cavalry Avenue to stop sign 0.4 1.6 

1.6 LEFT on Hoffman Road, no shoulder, to T 1.6 3.2 

3.2 RIGHT on Hanover Road (PA 116), no bicycle lane, uphill 1.0 4.2 

4.2 LEFT on East Cavalry Avenue, to T 0.5 4.7 

4.7 LEFT on Low Dutch Road 0.1 4.8 

4.8 LEFT on Gregg Avenue, unmarked 0.2 5.0 

5.0 STRAIGHT on Gregg Avenue 0.1 5.2 

5.2 Arrive Custer Avenue (walkway) at Gregg Avenue   5.2 
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East Cavalry Field Monument Highlights 

The Michigan Cavalry Brigade  

Monument marks the site where twenty-

three-year-old Brig. Gen. George A. Custer 

signaled the charge that would break the 

back of Confederate Maj. Gen. J. E. B.  

Stuart’s larger cavalry force. Stuart’s attempt 

to drive into the Union rear on July 3, 1863 

failed. According to the monument's inscrip-

The 1st Maryland Cavalry regiment was 

part of Brig. Gen. David M. Gregg’s 2nd  

division of Pleasonton’s Cavalry Corps, 

Army of the Potomac. Like the Michigan 

Cavalry Brigade Monument, it is located on 

Gregg Avenue. The monument is dedicated 

to Maryland’s “Loyal Sons,” especially  

cavalrymen who fought J. E. B. Stuart in 

these fields on July 3. 

[1] Michigan Cavalry Brigade  

(“The Wolverines”) 

Dedicated: 1889 

[3] 1st Maryland Cavalry 

Dedicated: 1888 

[2] 1st New Jersey Cavalry 

Dedicated: 1888 

[4] Purnell Legion Maryland Cavalry, Co. A 

Dedicated: 1890 
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Gettysburg Area Map 

On July 3, 1863, Confederate Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart and his cavalry fought Union cavalry 

under the commands of Brig. Gen. David M. Gregg and Brig. Gen. George A Custer. The clash 

occurred in East Cavalry Field, a disconnected part of Gettysburg National Military Park, about 

three miles east of downtown Gettysburg. Stuart was unable to break into the Union rear or  

influence the result of Pickett’s Charge, which was occurring at about the same time. 

There are more than 1,300 monuments spread across Gettysburg National Military Park’s 

6,000+ acres. Clearly, that number is unmanageable for inclusion in these companion maps or 

even for any single bicycle route. The Route 12 map was designed for bicyclists who want to 

visit a representative sampling of monuments in East Cavalry Field. For more details, please 

see Bicycling Gettysburg National Military Park (Victor, New York: Civil War Cycling, 2019). 
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Gettysburg Museum & Visitor Center 

Soldiers’ National Cemetery 

Soldiers’ National Monument 

Lincoln Address Memorial 
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Downtown Gettysburg 

Although pedestrians will enjoy walking in downtown Gettysburg, road bicyclists may want to 

avoid the motor vehicle traffic. For Gettysburg-specific bicycle touring tips on the topics of  

transportation, lodging, contingency planning, and other health and safety considerations, look 

for the guidebook, Bicycling Gettysburg National Military Park: The Civil War Cyclist’s Travel 

Guide (ISBN 9781732603806), or visit https://www.civilwarcycling.com. 



By Sue Thibodeau (ISBN 9781732603806) 

This is the one-and-only book that you need to bicycle the Gettysburg  battlefield -- the 

site of the greatest loss of life in the history of the western hemisphere. The book's 284 

full-color pages are packed with 34 maps, hundreds of monument and landscape photos, 

GPS points, and bicycling tips for your own self-directed, 23.8-mile tour. 

The guidebook includes: 

• 34 highly detailed, color bicycling maps over 6,000 acres of park land 

• Turn-by-turn directions for a 23.8-mile circuit, mostly on park roads 

• Tips on bicycling gear, restrooms, water, picnic areas, racks, etc. 

• 100+ monument photos and GPS points, most marked on maps 

• Map-to-text and text-to-map cross references for learning on the road 

• Monument histories tied to all 3 days of battle events (July 1-3, 1863) 

• 35 labeled landscape photos 

• Orienteering tips to connect the battle story to Gettysburg geography 

• Concise summary of the Battle of Gettysburg 

• 6-page glossary of basic Civil War terms 

• 10-page annotated bibliography 

• 138 endnotes that document sources 

 

For the history buff ... The book's maps: 

• Identify the location of all state monuments 

• Identify the location of all equestrian monuments 

• Identify the location of all bronze statues of individuals 

• Identify a sampling of regimental monuments for all states 

• Identify the location of farm buildings, towers, and more 

 

For the bicyclist ... The book's maps: 

• Label all roads, especially park roads and one-way roads 

• Label significant ridges, hills, fields, woodlots, and more 

• Identify natural and physical landmarks for orienteering 

• Identify restrooms, portable toilets, and water sources 

• Identify picnic areas, bicycle racks, and parking lots 

• Identify town roads that have sidewalks or bicycle lanes 

 

The book covers these Gettysburg-specific bicycle touring topics: 

• Bicycle selection, transportation, and rental options 

• Lodging considerations and parking 

• Contingency planning (in case of rain) 

• Pointers to bicycle laws and park policies 

Bicycling Gettysburg National Military Park:  

The Cyclist's Civil War Travel Guide 

Take a ride back in time! 



Companion Maps 

For your riding convenience, you can purchase one or more (optional) companion 

maps for bicycling fourteen different routes through the Gettysburg battlefield. The  

bicycle routes vary in length, difficulty, and historical focus. You can combine routes into  

multi-day tours. Since the maps are multi-page PDF files, you can print them to carry with 

you on your ride and/or you can read the maps on your mobile device during a battlefield 

stop. (In the following table, routes that have a "b" their route number identify a shortened 

variation of another route). 

 

Most routes begin and end at 945 Baltimore Pike, currently near a hotel, and 0.5 

miles north of the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center. This 

location simplifies the design of safe, convenient, and circular routes that are composed 

of reusable segments. It is also close to the GNMP Bus/RV parking, where there are 

restrooms and water, and to Spangler’s Spring parking. Your “on ramp” to the park is 

Baltimore Pike at Slocum Avenue.  

Although the guidebook, Bicycling Gettysburg National Military Park, provides  

detailed directions for Route 1 in the form of a 6” x 9” paperback book, the Route 1  

Companion Map is an optional convenience for bicyclists who want to tuck paper maps 

into a jersey pocket or bicycle bag.  

Also, with a little extra planning, you can use the book to figure out how to complete 

Routes 1b–12, or you could purchase Civil War Cycling’s companion maps to enjoy a 

ready-made tour. In any case, Bicycling Gettysburg National Military Park is the central 

reference for historical details – including monument histories – and Gettysburg-specific 

bicycling tips and planning recommendations. 

Get your maps at https://www.civilwarcycling.com 

Bicycling Gettysburg National Military Park:  

The Cyclist's Civil War Travel Guide 

# Miles 

1 23.8  

1b 11.5  

2 10.5  

3 17.0  

4 9.0  

5 12.2  

Route Name 

Full Day Loop  

Full Day Short Loop  

Battle Day 1 Loop  

Battle Days 2 and 3 Loop  

Battle Days 2 and 3 Short Loop  

The Ridges Extended Loop  

Estimated 

Hours 

5–6  

3–4  

3–4  

4–5  

2–3  

3 

7 Culp's Hill Upper Loop  2.4  1–2  

6 Culp's Hill Lower Loop  2.4  45 min. 

11 Little Round Top Area Double Loop  3.8  1–2  

12 East Cavalry Field Loop  5.2  1  

10 Little Round Top Loop  1.5  30 min. 

8 Culp’s Hill Double Loop 5.5  2–3  

9 Devil's Den and Wheatfield Loop  2.3  1 

3b Battle Days 2 and 3 Short Loop  10.7 3–4  


